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Dedication makes soapbox winner

By MICHELE ONG

A Riverhead boy and his
suapbox trolley are head-
ing to the United Slates
to compete in & world
finals afler winning the
national Rotary 2010
Spapbox Derby,

Henry Dyer, 12, of
Riverhead School, will
leave in July for Akron,
Ohin, with his father,
Riverhead school care-
taker Shawn Dver, also

the school's ssapbox
leam manager.
Bacond in the

nutionals was Henry's
schoolmate John
Tullgeh.

Henry says he “felt
great” about winring
and was detormined to
do the job,

Shawn’s dedication
has resulted nonot only
his team taking the two
top places, but also his
son winming in his final
year At Riverhead
Sehool, Whaitakore
Rotary Club secretary
Heather Pattizon saye.
Riverhead competed in
the west  Auckland
regional final

“As an added bonus,
the win came in the year
that Te Radar filmed the
Riverhead team for epi-
gode six of his TV =eries,

LT

Low fiying: Heiry zips towands the finish line in his seapliok car,

Radar's Pateh,” she says.

“I'tn jusl really rapt for
Henry,” says Bhawn,
“And rapt for Riverhead
School.”

He says some “intense
training” helped, the
drivers teaining two o
three daye o wesk

The imported soapbox
engts 53000 a set and
comes with @ rulebook
and manual, Spongors
are then sought.

“They pay Lhe: 33000
and have their name on
the car.” =avs Shawn.
“Far, us it waes Metro
Hooling., So it's raced

ander Riverhead School,
bul the tar 15 bought by
h-fel,m Rulflﬂl:g.“

He first involvement
with building seaphoxes
CATIE SEVET VEeRCE Agn
when the Rotary Club
wag looking: [or people
keen to participate.

“I buill the soaphox for
the kids at the school.
And it's also fundraising
for the club.”

“But Henry had spent
a large amount of Lime
with mip as T'was build-
ing 1t He was only five
then and was ton young
to race. You have to be
10,7

Shawn says Henry has
always liked racing and
wis something he talled
aboul constantly.

“When he Wil

‘in the

younger;, ha'd alwaye say
how he couldn’t wait
until he was able Lo race
He'd always go: T want
to race, | want to raee)
He has been racing for
three vears new.”

New soaphox entrant
Waitakere Frimary
School, just pver [Rod-
ney's southern horder,
had two of its drivers in
the national linals, Pupil
Zach Hinton was third,

The All-American
Sopphox Derly startedin
Akron in 1933 Five
eountries, meluding New
Yeptand, have submitted
an antry [or July's race,

This wear 15 Rotary's
soventh time compeling
event. Rotary
thanks spensors [or their
ST

Bon to race: Henry Dyer, 12, of Riverfiead School s heading tothe United States ta
compete in the werld champs after winning the Rotary Club national soapbox derby
finais.
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