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WAITAKERE ROTARY CLUB 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR WORLD 

Venue: Starling Park Sports Club 
            34 Glen Road  
            Ranui  
 
Time:  5:45pm for 6:10pm 
 
Address: PO Box 104 017, Lincoln North, Auckland, 0654                                          
www.rotarywaitakere.org.nz or www.soapboxderby.co.nz   
JULY: NEW OFFICERS BEGIN THEIR YEAR OF SERVICE 
NEXT MEETING: Wed 25th July 2012 
Venue:  Starling Park 
Speaker: Skycity Breakers: Richard Clarke 
THIS WEEK: HENDERSON JOINT MEETING 

 

 

The four West 
Auckland Rotary Clubs 
met at Lincoln Green 
to hear our new 
District Governor 
Lindsay Ford. 
 
Lindsay is really, 
really passionate 
about Rotary and 
what our great 
organization has, does 
and will achieve. 
 
Prior to his speech 
Lindsay gave out two 
cheques – one to 
Waitakere and one to 
Henderson. 
 
At PETS last year the 
President Elects were 
challenged to write a 
strategic plan with 
proposed budget – 
and Rotary 
Foundation Giving 
Goal - for submission 
prior to December 
2011. 
 
The best 5 would 
receive a cheque for 
specific Club Projects. 
 

Not actually being the President Elect at that time – although I had put 
my name forward - I accepted the challenge on behalf of our next 
President and submitted a plan (a very handy document – it formed the  
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ROTARY 4 WAY TEST 
 
Of the things we think, say 
or do: 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL 

and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to 
all concerned? 
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basis for this year’s strategic plan). It turns out that Roger also submitted a plan on behalf of 
Henderson and Lindsay presented both of us with cheques for $2,500. Our cheque is earmarked for 
Youth plans as per the Challenge documents. 
THE WEST AUCKLAND ROTARY PRESIDENTS 
We were each asked to speak for 5 minutes about our Clubs and what we intend to achieve in the 
coming year.  

  
Henderson: Roger Laloli Kumeu: Les Barber 

  
New Lynn: David Whitley Waitakere: Heather Pattison 

 

 
Pene asked me to thank our speaker and give 
Alison a bouquet of flowers. 
 
With a small bit of encouragement Alison told us 
of her experiences in India with the Polio 
program. 

BULLETINS ON LINE 

 

One of our members said he didn’t like accessing the 
bulletins on line as the bulletin was too big. 
 
Two suggestions: 

1. A gray menu appears when it opens then 
fades out. Move your mouse to where the red 
arrow is and it comes back.  
Click the “-“ to reduce the size 
OR 

2. Save it to your computer and open it with 
Adobe Reader 



3 | P a g e   
 

RANUI ACTION PROJECT WORKING BEE 
On Saturday over half the Club turned out in force to help with the RAP House working bee. 
 
The RAP House is a community building on Swanson Road in Ranui and is looking somewhat “tired”. 
The outside is painted a dated and faded green and will be repainted shortly. Prior to the painting it 
was necessary to remove some of the jungle so that the painters can get to work. 
 

  
Google Maps Photo – 2009 

 
(Noel attacked the garden prior to the “Before” 
photos on Saturday morning. It was a bit more 

overgrown than in this photo) 

Noel, seen here admiring the work from above, 
got stuck in on Friday with some fairly serious 

scrub cutting and vegetation trimming. 
 

If you noticed the lack of low weeds - Alan went 
down a couple of weeks back and sprayed them 

  
Saturday we came down to clean up Noel’s cut vegetation and remove even more of it. 

(Alan water blasted the steps and decks on Monday;  
Craiger repaired the hole in the fibrolite on Tuesday) 

  
Vegetation, both cut and still standing awaiting 

our efforts. 
Gardening without the assistance of Kerry’s 

digger? Never! 
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Kerry and Graham taking turns on the digger 

  
Diggers may be fun – but they certainly create a large pile of vegetation! 

  
The team getting stuck into piles of dug up ginger, cut branches and all the other bits and pieces 

  
Moving the vegetation to the truck, horse float and trailer 
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Linda with two helpful RAP Board members Graham’s horse float took an amazing amount of 

vegetation  
(so did Alan’s trailer and Kerry’s truck) 

  
The digger, and strong men, at work 

  
Getting there... 

  
The front looking much tidier – with a small pile 

of soil to go 
Sheena with son Corrin (who works for 

Treescape who kindly lent us a large chipper) 
and Patrick 
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Bob checking out the paintwork – and where to 

put a sign 
Mark, our newest member, not too happy about 

cameras! 

  
Phyllis Our exchange student Gabriel 

  
Patrick caught taking a break Rotadog Caza keeping an eye on proceedings 

and a few of our signs (drivers stuck at the traffic 
lights were looking with interest so we put some 

large Rotary ones up) 

  
Noel and Corrin levelling the soil and relocating 

the existing grass 
Patrick clearing the soil from the edge of the 

building – supervised by painter Mark 
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The front yard looking far more open 

THE FENCE 
Having cleared the vegetation on the boundry it was noted that the fence wasn’t in great shape. 
Craiger vanished and reappeared with some timber and the team replaced a post and put up some 

railings 

  
Craiger appeasing the gods before starting John helping with measuring 

  
Gabriel introduced to a saw RAP house member with a hammer 

  
Linda at work with a saw The team admiring their handiwork 
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Checking the fence for size The Treescape truck departing 

THE BACK 
The back of the building contains a large car park – and the vegetation was encroaching on it. 

  
The back – with some Noel cut vegetation ready 

to mulch 
The side of the building – note the stray graffiti 

paint out patches 

  
Linda arriving full of energy John, Bob and Derek discussing where to start 

  
Patrick, Alan and Noel with syncronised blowers The Treescape chipper made quick work of the 

vegetation 
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Clean up with the blowers The flax bush on the corner needed some muscle 

  
Patrick attacking the flax A tidier exit for the car park 

  
The car park reclaimed (Note the photographer did spend an hour working on the far fence line 

before reaching for the camera) 

 

 
And so to lunch. 
 
Bob and Sue hosted us for a Pot Luck Lunch to 
welcome Gabriel. 
 
It was also a time for discussion about the plans 
for the RAP House and Other Rotary Business... 

 
ALL AMERICAN SOAPBOX DERBY 
The New Zealand team left for Akron last week and are currently in the middle of Race Week. The 
team consists of NZ Champ Gemma, her mum Linda and two experts from West Auckland – Shawn 
Dyer and partner Debbie. 
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Our Westie Shawn from Riverhead School has been coaching Gemma, the Auckland East NZ Champion, 
and said she is a stunningly good driver who has a very good feel for the cambers of the road.  
 
He learnt last year that the heat really knocks the kids around so as well as twice a week practices 
they have been ensuring that Gemma is “conditioned” – drinking lots of water and developing a taste 
for electrolyte drinks. 
 
Akron, Ohio is 16 hours behind us and, being the height of summer, is hot and humid. 
 
If there are any insomniacs out there racing will be taking place Saturday evening through Sunday 
morning and can be viewed on the AASBD Race Week website: 
http://www.aaraceweek.com/ 
 

  

 

Monday Photos – The team at work on the car 
and Gemma trying out Derby Downs for size. 
 

Hi Terry 
 
Full access to the car this time - 
Brilliant!! 
Car is ready to go & so is Gemma. 
Hotel great, thanks. 
 
Shawn, Debbie, Linda & Gemma. 

 
 
DISTRICT EMAILS 
FRIENDSHIP EXCHANGE 
“Friendship Exchange. There will be a Friendship Exchange to Iowa, USA in September 2013. This is a 
return visit after our District hosted a team from Iowa in March this year. If you would like to register 
your interest – no commitment at this stage, please E.Mail Alan Boniface, Chairman D9910 Friendship 
Exchange Committee aljoy@paradise.net.nz..” 
Many Thanks, Regards, Alan 
 
DISTRICT UPDATES 
Hi All - Just our regular rotary email with updates for you … 

RDU – July edition – Readers will really enjoy the new format magazine - Rotary Down Under 
magazines from the July 2012 issue will include two exciting additional sections – a lifestyle section 
plus a travel section.  These will also be viewable on-line at www.rotarydownunder.org as separate 
publications.  Yet again Rotary Down Under is leading the way with innovation and progressive 
thinking! 
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More information for the following available at: http://www.rotary.org.nz/information.cfm?ID=1364 

Club Speaker – Tom Robson, NCEA Liaison Manager – is available as a guest speaker at your 
club. He has already spoken at a number of District Clubs and is again available if other clubs would 
like to contact him. You can contact on DDI: 64 9 583 2880, mobile: 027 512 4561, email 
Tom.Robson@nzqa.govt.nz  

Carousel - Playhouse Theatre Inc. is currently running a two week season of the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein favourite ‘Carousel’. We would like to inform your organisation that we do offer a 10% 
discount on all tickets for group bookings of 10+ people.  The season of Carousel runs from 7th – 21st 
July 2012 at the Playhouse Theatre, 15 Glendale Road, Glen Eden. I have attacheda flyer for your 
organisation. Bookings can be made via the iTicket website or by calling the iTicket booking line 09 361 
1000. We hope to see you there.  

Lecture Series speaker - Diane Robertson - The upcoming speaker at the Massey lecture series on 
1 August is Diane Robertson, Auckland City Missioner. Please pass on to your members who may wish 
to attend. 

Shelterbox - has announced that Alison Shanks the World Champion and Olympic hopeful has kindly 
agreed to become a ShelterBox Ambassador. A full media release can be read on 
http://www.rotary.org.nz/information.cfm?ID=1364 

District Changeover Photos – For all those interested you can check out some great photos from the 
District Changeover at 
https://picasaweb.google.com/117968600465625059681/D9910Changeover010712?authkey=Gv1sRg
CMHm39mYnNOOGg#5760358647820117906  
David Oliphant 
District 9910 - District Secretary 
Email: d9910admin@rotary.org.nz 
ROTARY - Peace Through Service 
 
HONORARY MEMBER: SIR GRAEME DOUGLAS 

 
Past President 
Graeme 
Douglas 
1979 - 1980 

Graeme was a founding member of our Club and a Rotarian for 14 years. He is 
currently an Honorary Member of Waitakere Rotary – and a keen supporter of our 
Soapbox Derby. 
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PARTING 
THOUGHT 

 

RAFFLE WINNER 
 

STATISTICS RAFFLE  
$ 

FINES 
$ 

APOLOGIES: 
apology@details.co.nz or ph 8109 589 no later than 5pm on the Monday prior to the meeting. Late 
Apologies and No shows will, of course, be charged for their meal as it has been booked and paid for! 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
President Heather Pattison 
Vice President  Derek Gee 
Secretary  Sheena Spittles 
Treasurer Alan Pattison 
Club Service Director Bob Benzie 
Community Director Phyllis Anscombe 
International Director Craiger Hargesheimer 
Vocational Director John Riddell 
Youth Director Patrick Howard 
Sergeant John Riddell 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Present: Jim A, Bob B, David B, Roger F, 

Derek G, Craiger H, Mark M, 
Kerry M, Alan P, Heather P, Jack 
R, John R, Sheena S, Gabriel 

Apologies: Mike A, Terry H, Peter S, 
Make Ups: Phyllis A, Linda C, Patrick H, 

Graham N, (RAP Working Bee) 
Guests: Peter & Angus (Sheena), Mary 

(Roger), Vivian Mallabar, Neil 
Waugh 

Leave: Monique M, Domenic W 
Attendance: 17/22  77% 

 

NEXT WEEK’S MEETING DUTIES 
 
Squire Jim A 
Squire Gabriel 
Greeter Bob B 
Grace David B 
Introduction Linda C 
Thanks Roger F 
Parting Thought Sheena S 
Dealer  
Joker  
Joker  
 
 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESSES 
Waitakere Rotary 

http://www.rotarywaitakere.org.nz/ 
Rotary International 

http://www.rotary.org/ 
Rotary NZ 

http://www.rotary.org.nz  
 

District Governor’s newsletter 
http://www.rotarysouthpacific.org/newsletter.cfm?District

=10 
Rotary Downunder Magazine 

www.rotarydownunder.com.au  
 

Rotary NZ Promotions and Information 
www.rotary.org.nz/information.cfm?ID=1364 

Admin page and information 
http://www.rotary.org.nz/information.cfm?ID=180 

 
Future Vision 

www.rotary.org/future vision 
Rotary E Club (for make ups) 

http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/ 
 

Dare West 
http://darewest.org.nz/ 

COUSIN GEORGE: 
The things that come to those who wait are the things left by those who got there first. 

 
BULLETIN & WEBSITE EDITOR 
Heather Pattison: 
rotarywaitak@rotarywaitakere.org.nz  
or phone (09)810 9589 

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR 
 
Linda Cooper 

 

 


