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WAITAKERE ROTARY CLUB 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR WORLD 

Venue: Starling Park Sports Club 
            34 Glen Road  
            Ranui  
 
Time:  5:45pm for 6:10pm 
 
Address: PO Box 104 017, Lincoln North, Auckland, 0654                                          
www.rotarywaitakere.org.nz or www.soapboxderby.co.nz   
Bulletin 43 Issue 24 – 12th December Calendar 
DECEMBER: ROTARY FAMILY MONTH 
NEXT MEETING: Sunday 16th December  
Venue:  David Butler’s House 
Speaker: Christmas Party  
THIS WEEK: AGM & ROTARY PROJECTS 

 
Derek running the Sunshine session 

 
Time for our AGM and 
updates on some of 
our projects. 
 
All photos from the 
Pomaria School 
working bee were 
shown on the big 
screen and a selection 
are included below 

 
A few copies of our AGM report for the 2012 – 2013 year were on the 
table for reading over dinner and a copy of this has been emailed to all 
members. An annual summary of our many and varied projects makes 
very interesting reading!  
 
Nominations and Elections: 
Whilst Sheena is our President Elect the position of President Nominee 
is still vacant. Think about this one over the holidays and let me know if 
you are keen to fill this role. 

December – Family 
Month 
 
Sunday 16/12/12 
Christmas Party  
 
January – Rotary 
Awareness Month 
 
Tuesday 22/1/13 
Joint meeting at New 
Lynn Rotary 
 

Wed 23/1/13 
<no meeting> 

Wed 30/1/13 
Movie Night 
 

 

ROTARY 4 WAY TEST 
 
Of the things we think, say 
or do: 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all 

concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL 

and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to 
all concerned? 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

When: Sunday 16th December 
Time: 12 noon to... 
What:  Afternoon fellowship followed by dinner 
Where: David’s place – 120 Boord Cres, Kumeu 
Who: Our Rotarians plus family and friends 
Cost: $25 per Waitakere Rotarian 
Bring: Santa will be there. If you are bringing a child – bring a present 

for them. $20 maximum, no big items 
(Note: Santa will not have spares so parents note this now!) 
BYO and bring chairs 

RSVP: NOW! To Terry or apology@details.co.nz and we’ll pass it on 
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POMARIA SCHOOL GARDEN 
BEFORE AND AFTER 
 
 
 
New Lynn Rotary, our local school garden 
experts, approached our Club asking if we would 
like to assist them with a “corner stone” garden 
at Pomaria School. 
 

 
 Friday: Before 

Four trees on a patch of grass that gets very, 
very muddy in winter 

  
Saturday: After 
The four trees remain but the muddy grass has been covered with fresh soil, fertilizer and plants 
with white stone paths, seats and a rock feature 
 
Helpers for this project came from New Lynn Rotary, Waitakere Rotary, Pomaria School, two local 
churches and a team of “Miss World” contestants.  
 
The Miss World pageant is in April and the contestants were chosen in early November. Rather than 
just a beauty pageant judging includes numerous activities, including community projects, prior to the 
pageant in April. This project was one of them. Their photographer was also there – so expect to see 
some photos cropping up in all sorts of unusual places. 
FRIDAY - BEFORE 

  
New Lynn Rotarians marked out the design with 

spray paint 
Kerry arrives with his digger and Nigel tells him 

where to start 
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First step is to dig up some cracked concrete 

next to the grass area 
Kerry in his natural element:  

happy on his digger 

  
Alan doing the heavy work and directing operations 

SATURDAY 

  
Project Manager Nigel Cattell from New Lynn 

Rotary – a very nice and ‘armless man 
The diggers started the day by cutting the paths 

  
There is a lot of soil to move. Where do we start? The Principal and two school members with the 

right idea...  
Lean on the shovels and talk about it. 
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Hey, this is as much fun as a sand pit! 

Phyllis and a couple of “Miss World” contestants 
David Whitley, New Lynn Rotary President, and 

his son figure a wheelbarrow is needed 

  
A digger to the rescue to fill the barrow 

  
Unfortunately the digger couldn’t be everywhere - there was a huge amount of soil, gravel and 
stones to move and everyone had turns on the wheelbarrows and shovels throughout the day 

THE PATHS 

  
A team of people, including Craiger and one of the Miss World contestants. installed the boxing 
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Kerry having a “safety chat” with two of the girls before returning to his digger 

 

  
Phyllis introduced to the joy of a compactor No, this isn’t a new garden feature. Caza, 

exhausted from saying hello to all her new 
friends, found a shady tree to lie under 

 

  
Machinery helping to reduce (but by no means eliminate) the wheel barrowing of materials 
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SEAT BUILDING 

  
Whilst the garden was being created some serious seat building going on 

 

  
Off to dig the holes for the seat foundations Seat installation 

CONCRETE PATH 

  
Pink gumboots and a tiara?? 
Mesh and base course installed 

 
Collette Lochore is the youngest member of New 
Lynn Rotary & holds the title of Miss World New 

Zealand 2012 
 
 

The compactor at work 
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Kerry and his helper Alan wetting the base 

course prior to concreting 
The concrete was poured 

  
Kerry and Lyn clearing the last of the concrete Kerry brushing out the replaced path (shall we 

tell him that Caza stepped on it at the end of the 
day? Perhaps not.) 

THE CORNER STONE GARDEN 

  
The pegs in for the round centre piece 

 
Curved gardens require curved boxing 
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The boxing taking shape 

 

  
Base course levelling Done! Now for the concrete 

 

  
Concrete poured and white stone edges it. The 

bucket will be replaced with a tree 
 

???  
I have no idea! 



9 | P a g e   
 

  
No, it wasn’t finger painting in wet concrete – but a creative design 

 

  
The 4 rocks were machine handled into place.  

There is a secret to their layout but we have to wait till February to find out what it is. 
 

  
A key design feature in the concrete is of course 

a Rotary wheel 
 

Two New Lynn Rotarians planting the plants 
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Fertilizer and plants ready to be dug in 

 
Watering the garden 

  
The School Principal and Nigel, the Project 

Manager, admiring the work 
Plants in and it is looking like a garden 

  
Kerry demonstrating the best way to use a compactor in a new seating area 
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And the garden is completed 

 
THANK YOU FROM THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
HI Nigel 
 
Re: Rotary New Lynn and Waitakere 
 
I would like to thank you and Rotary for all the hard work and effort that was put into transforming our 
gardens. I want to acknowledge all the effort that was put in prior to the day to ensure that the project 
went according to plan. Thank you Nigel for the great organisation and sourcing of the sponsorship for 
this project. I wish the Rotary club members could have been around on Monday morning when the 
children arrived at school, to see their faces light up with delight seeing the transformation that had 
taken place. The response from the community has been overwhelming. I would like to, on behalf of 
the learners, staff and community thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all the hard work and 
effort that was put in on Saturday. This garden plays a significant part in our school and will be 
treasured for years to come. 
 
Thank you once again 
Kevin Choromanski 
 
Ps I have attached a few photo's of our learners enjoying their cultural garden 
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POMARIA SCHOOL POOL 
Last week Barry mentioned that his Rotary Club had built a pool in Samoa to teach children to swim. 
Interestingly Pomaria have a portable pool for one term a year. It moves between low decile schools. 
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The pump and heating unit are mounted on a 
trailer beside the tent. 
 
An instructor comes in to teach the Years 3 to 6 
and these kids help teach the younger ones. 

  
LIFE EDUCATION CARAVAN 
And on another wet day (Friday) Jeff installed the Waitakere Rotary sign on the Life Education Caravan 
(what is it with this boy and installing signs in the rain? We both got drenched at the Corban site too) 

  
Note the new Rotary wheel by the rear wheel The first layer of the sign – a light grey - goes on 

  
Then it’s the blue wheel and writing Then the yellow layer 

  
Jeff at work on the 2nd sign on the other side And tidying up the lettering 
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HENDERSON FALLS PROBUS CLUB 
There are five Probus Clubs in West Auckland and I have heard that our Club had a significant hand in 
starting at least three of them. 
 
The Henderson Falls Probus Club held their lunchtime Christmas Party at the Brigham on Monday – and 
I, as the President of their sponsoring Rotary Club, received an invitation to attend. Naturally I made 
the most of the opportunity to find out a bit about them and the history. 
 
The Oral History as I heard it: 
10 years ago our now past member, Kon Kuiper, placed an ad in the Western Leader calling for interest 
in a new Probus Club in Henderson. A number of people replied expressing interest and the Club was 
duly formed.  
 
In the beginning the monthly meetings were held in the “Hobby Room” at Waitakere Gardens but 
before too long they ran out of chairs and floor space. 
 
A new venue was found and they currently meet at the Henderson Bowling Club. Meetings are held 
monthly from 10am to 12 noon and follow a format of: 

- General business 
- Club Speaker on a recent event or trip (5 minutes) 
- Morning tea 
- Guest speaker (45 minutes) 

 
Between meetings they also have a “monthly trip” to a place of interest. 
 
Currently there are 96 members (the cap is 100 due to venue size) and 75 of them came to the 
Christmas lunch. And it was a very enjoyable lunch. 
 
GIRL GUIDE HALL – TE ATATU PENINSULA 
Over the last couple of weeks Alan has spent a large number of hours at the Guide Hall working on all 
sorts of fiddly time consuming repairs: 
 

- The toilet sliding doors now open and close – and the latches have been replaced 
- The seats round the hall with hinged lids have been given far sturdier hinges 
- Flashings have been installed on the window sills to stop leaks 
- A small broken pane of glass has been replaced 
- Etc, etc... 

 
- Kerry is organizing new grills for the windows to replace the dodgy ancient mesh 
- Mark’s team from Impact Painting will be doing the painting – the inside soon, the outside once 

some significant repairs, and some weatherboard replacement, has been done. 
 
On Tuesday we held a mini Rotary/Girl Guide working bee to sort out the contents of the hall prior to 
the painters coming in. The team consisted of the GG District Co-ordinator, Jen Triggs, the Pippen 
leader Hannah (and her brother) along with Alan and me. We were ably assisted in our work by a three 
year old, baby and the aging Labrador. 
 
First we reduced the contents of the seat cupboards and then we filled them with the contents of the 
other cupboards and the kitchen. Then we took the overloaded trailer to the tip. 
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Emptying the seats The cupboards at the end of the hall are now 

empty (so can be moved for painting), the seats 
contain the cupboards and kitchen contents 

  
KITCHEN: Before KITCHEN: After 
The most visible difference was in the kitchen as items were on shelves rather than in cupboards (how 
many small cups does one hall need???) but the various cupboards, including the storage room with 
tents etc, kept us highly entertained for several hours 
 
Today, Thursday, Alan and a couple of builders are starting work on the exterior replacing a number of 
rotten weatherboards 
 
ROMAC ON TV 
Spotted in the Henderson Rotary Bulletin: 
 
The first episode of TV1's 4-part documentary "UNSUNG HEROES" (featuring ROMAC in 2 episodes), 
goes to screen on Wed 19th Dec at 7.30pm. 
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PARTING 
THOUGHT 

Kerry: A bad Christmas joke... 

RAFFLE WINNER 
Sheena 

STATISTICS 
T,H,T,T 

RAFFLE  
$28 

DONATIONS 
$28.40 

APOLOGIES: 
apology@details.co.nz or ph 8109 589 no later than 5pm on the Monday prior to the meeting. Late 
Apologies and No shows will, of course, be charged for their meal as it has been booked and paid for! 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
President Heather Pattison 
Vice President  Derek Gee 
Secretary  Sheena Spittles 
President Elect Sheena Spittles 
Treasurer Alan Pattison 
Club Service Director Bob Benzie 
Community Director Phyllis Anscombe 
International Director Craiger Hargesheimer 
Vocational Director John Riddell 
Youth Director Patrick Howard 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Present: Mike A, Jim A, Phyllis A,  

David B, Roger F, Derek G, 
Craiger H, Terry H, Kerry M, 
Alan P, Heather P, Jack R,  
John R, Sheena S,  

Apologies: Gabriel, Patrick H, Mark M, 
Graham N, Domenic W 

Late Apologies: Bob B, Linda C, 
Missing in Action:  
Make ups:  
Guests:  
Leave: Monique M, Peter S 
Attendance: 14/22  64% 

 

NEXT WEEK’S MEETING DUTIES 
 
Meeting Manager  
Sunshine Manager  
Greeter  
Grace  
Squire 1  
Squire 2  
Thank You  
Parting Thought  
 
 

 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESSES 
Waitakere Rotary 

http://www.rotarywaitakere.org.nz/ 
Rotary International 

http://www.rotary.org/ 
Rotary NZ 

http://www.rotary.org.nz  
 

District Governor’s newsletter 
http://www.rotarysouthpacific.org/newsletter.cfm?District

=10 
Rotary Downunder Magazine 

www.rotarydownunder.com.au  
 

Rotary NZ Promotions and Information 
www.rotary.org.nz/information.cfm?ID=1364 

Admin page and information 
http://www.rotary.org.nz/information.cfm?ID=180 

 
Future Vision 

www.rotary.org/future vision 
Rotary E Club (for make ups) 

http://www.rotaryeclubone.org/ 
 

Dare West 
http://darewest.org.nz/ 

 
COUSIN GEORGE: 

"Science can tell us how to do many things, but it cannot tell us what ought to be done." 
 
BULLETIN & WEBSITE EDITOR 
Heather Pattison: 
rotarywaitak@rotarywaitakere.org.nz  
or phone (09)810 9589 

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR 
 
Linda Cooper 

 

 


