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2015 Soapbox Derby Newsletter #4 
19th March 2015 
 
Dear School and Sponsors, 
 

 

 
Drought Breaker... Rain Date... Cyclone Lusi... Rain Date... Cyclone Pam... 

 
We are happy to report that THIS YEAR the cyclone arrived during the night 

AFTER our Race! But it was a close run thing. 
 

 
NZ Soapbox Finals: 

 
2014 cars lined up ready to race 

 
 
 
These will be held on Sunday 29th March 2015 on Brightside Road in 
Whangaparaoa. 
 
Whangaparaoa has a rather large grass area at the bottom of their 
track so far more room for ancillary activities for families. Waitakere 
supporters very welcome!  

  
The Waitakere Derby 
 
The wind made for an “interesting” day, particularly for the Finalists after lunch. But as our American 
Cup team knows – that’s racing. 
 
As postponement would have meant a joint race at Auckland East (the barriers will be used there on 
Saturday) we are grateful that the cyclone held off – and also that the worst of it missed Auckland 
when it did arrive. 
 
Results: 
These are on our website: www.soapboxderby.co.nz 
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The Waitakere car that raced to victory 

Our West Auckland Finalists are: 
 
1st  Harry Ward-Colman 

Waitakere Primary 
2nd  Luke Andrew 

Waitakere Primary 
3rd Tyson Hepana 

Bairds Mainfreight School 
4th Jacob Webster 

Matipo Primary School 
5th  Jadzia Hobby 

Waitakere Primary 
6th Rose Hinton 

Waitakere College 
 

 
NOTE: 
We were very pleased to welcome Bairds Mainfreight School (from South Auckland) to West Auckland 
this year and congratulate them on doing so well in our races. Very nice people to talk to and work 
with. 
 
Mainfreight have been a major sponsor of ALL the Derbies for the past 13 years with shipping of our 
NZ Champ’s car to Akron, Ohio – and bringing back car parts to enable us to race. If anyone has tried 
to ship heavy parts to America or back they will thoroughly appreciate how much we value the 
Mainfreight sponsorship. 
 
Cars 
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Many thanks to all our sponsors and 
helpers for helping to make the 
soapbox races such a success! 
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Entertainment 
 

  
Thank you to in2it for providing extra activities for the children 

 
Food 

 

  
Many thanks to the 6 teams from Massey High who helped feed everyone 
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The Western Leader: 
 
Friday 13th March 2015 
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The Western Leader: 
Thursday 19th March 2015 
 
 
 

 



                       ROTARY CLUB OF WAITAKERE 
                         Making a difference in our world 

    P O Box 104-017 Lincoln North, Auckland 0654 
                                    www.soapboxderby.co.nz 

 

                                                    

 



                       ROTARY CLUB OF WAITAKERE 
                         Making a difference in our world 

    P O Box 104-017 Lincoln North, Auckland 0654 
                                    www.soapboxderby.co.nz 
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Masters Cars 
 

  
 

 
 

There were 7 Masters cars – but we missed a few 
in photos. 

 
 
Results 
Results from all the races are on our website www.soapboxderby.co.nz 
 
Website: 
www.soapboxderby.co.nz 
 
As information becomes available we add it to our website – including copies of the newsletters. 
Photos, videos etc from past derbies are also on our site. 
 
Emails: 
Please keep an eye on your emails as more information will be coming out soon. If you have other 
people who would like copies - email Heather with their email address and they will be added to the 
mail out list. 
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We have very few parents on the email list (we haven’t been given addresses for them) so please 
ensure they get a copy and know about the website. 
 
The Rotary core team for the event and contact details are: 
Kerry McMillan 
Derby Director 
clanmcmillan@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 832-3229  
or 021-416-777 
 

Lyn 
Parts 
Phone: 021 251 5490 
 
The storeroom is located behind Grasslands 
at 570 Swanson Road. Ring Lyn first to 
ensure he is there. 

Heather Pattison 
Project Manager 
heather@details.co.nz 
Phone 810-9589 or 0274-719-569 

Alan Pattison  
Technical Assistant 
alan@details.co.nz 
Phone 810-9589 or 
0274-80-88-30 
 

Rotary Meetings: 
 
Wednesday 6pm to 8pm 
 
Starling Park Sports Grounds 
34 Glen Road 
Ranui 
 
 

Are YOU the missing piece? 

 
Rotary Membership Enquiries Welcome! 

 

 

  
 
Heather Pattison 
 
 
Please copy this newsletter and distribute to all of the people involved in the 
event!  


